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World Presbyterian Alliance Closes Sessions in Brazil 


(Sao Paulo) - In what was termed one of the most important actions among Calvin- 
ist churches since the Reformation, the World Alliance of Reformed and Presby- 
terian Churches closed its Eighteenth General Council in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on 
August 7, with a call for a modern expression of the Reformed and Presbyterian 
faith. (See EPS No. 21) 


"It is high time to work on a new statement of the Reformed faith", the 
delegetes declared to the General Council. "Such a statement, while remaining 
loyal to the Holy Scriptures and the faith of our fathers, at the same time 
would articulate it in the language of our day and in reference to the false 
teachings of our age." 


Nearly 300 voting delegates representing 77 different church bodies in 53 
countries approved the positive action. The council also approved the con— 
tinuation of meetings between representatives of the Alliance and the Inter- 
national Congregational Council, urging that the talks be broadened to include 
pa ticipation by parish ministers and lay people. 


Elected to head the Alliance for the next five years is Dr. Ralph We. Lloyd, 
a former moderator of the Presbyterian Church, USA, and president of Maryville 
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College in Tennessee. He was a candidate for the presidency along with well- 
known Czech theologian, Dr. Josef Hromadka. Dr. Lloyd, 66, has been active for 
more than ten years in Alliance affairs. 


Other officers elected at Sao Paulo include the first woman vice-president 
in Alliance history. She is Lady MacDermott of Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
wife of the Lord Chief Justice of Northern Ireland, and the first head of the 
Women's Work Department of the Alliance. The other vice-presidents elected at 
Sao Paulo are Dr. Jose Borges dos Santos, Jr., moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil; Bishop Emerich Varga of the Reformed Christian Church of 
Czechoslovakias Bishop Cipriano Navarro of the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines; Dr. J.D. Salmond of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealands Dr. 
Awa Ubagha of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Nigeria, and Dr. James E. Wagner, 
co-president of the United Church of Christ in the USA. 


General Council delegates, who met in Sao Paulo's modern Ibirapuera Park for 
their business and study sessions, also voted a major expansion in Allimce 
activities. They approved doubling the budget to $46,000 a year and established 
permanent departments of theology, finance and information. At the same time 
the General Council vigorously reaffirmed the Princeton statement of the 1954 
General Council that the Alliance should develop its programme and give its wit- 
ness within the framework of the ecumenical movement, "being ever-—willing to 
subordinate its own interests". BPS, Geneva 


Philippine Churchmen Consider Rapid Social Change 


(Manila) - Nearly all the newly-independent nations in Asia have decided to 
adopt "the democratic ideology", according to Mr. Valentin Montes, the chairman 
of the Philippine Study Commission on Rapid Social Change. 


In a paper read before the commission, Mr. Montes underscored the four 
political trends in Asian nationalism, citing Communism3 the reaction towards 
the old paternalistic pattern of the small kingdoms; the traditional pattern 
of Western democracies; and Socialism within the Asian context. 


The Christian responsibility towards areas of rapid social change is the 
subject of an intensive study being carried out by the World Council of Churches 
and involving studies in "pilot areas" in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the 
Near East (see EPS No. 31). 


In his paper, Mr. Montes called on the churches for "relevant preaching" 
and asked for political participation in government by church members. EPS, Geneva 


New Zealand Churches Protest Against Race Discrimination 


(Christchurch) - A strong protest against racial discrimination has been made 
by the National Council of Churches in New Zealand, after the country's Rugby 
Union Council announced that Maoris would be excluded from the rugby team to 
tour South Africa in 1960. 


The churches said that while they were aware of the racial problems in 
South Africa, the Rugby Union was not obliged to exclude Maoris and South African 
rugby officials had not made such a request. The present intention, the chur- 
ches continued, is a denial of all that New Zealand has stood.for in race re- 
lations in the past. One newspaper has estimated that 70 per cent of the New 


Zealand population opposes sending a team to South Africa if it is segregated. 
EPS, Geneva 
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LWF Commission on World Mission Meets in Denmark 


(Nyborg) - Progress in plans for the Lutheran World Federation radio station 
to be set up in Africa was reported during the annual meeting of the LWF's 
Commission on World Mission. Some 130 missionaries and churchmen attended the 
sessions from July 31 to August 6 in Nyborg, Denmark. 


The commission agreed to cooperate with other Christian bodies interested 
in radio work in countries in East Africa and Western Asia. It was announced 
that there is hope of an early and favourable reply to the federation's applica- 
tion for a radio franchise in Ethiopia, and it was stipulated by the commission 
that "no programme shall involve the station in partisan politics". The first 
member of the station's permanent staff is the administrative director, Mr. Allan 
G. Thompson of the United States. 


Among other subjects discussed at the week-long meeting was the training of 
pastors for Lutheran churches in Africa and Asia. Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director 
of the LWF Department of Theology in Geneva, urged that the level of scientific 
theological education be raised and expressed the view that Lutherans should not 
remain isolated in their educational programme but should cooperate in inter- 
denominational theological faculties. Dr. Tormod Vagen, secretary of the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Mission in Oslo warned against too "many and large theological 
schools" which might easily become a burden in the future, and stressed the in~ 
portance of a sense of vocation in the students chosen. 


Problems encountered in an experimental theological seminar, opened last 
February at Marangu, Tanganyika, were described by the Rev. M. Peltola of Finland, 
just returned from a term's lecturing there. Describing the language difficulty, 
Mr. Peltola reported that at the beginning of the course less than half the stu 
dents were able to express themselves satisfactorily in the official language, 
English. The different levels of education among the students, who came from 
12 church bodies in five African countries, was also an obstacle in planning 
the curriculun. 


The meeting approved plans for the second All-Africa Lutheran Conference 
to be held in September 1960 in Antsirabé, Madagascar, at which provision has 
been made for 250 participants from churches in nine different African countries. 
Theme of the meeting is to be "Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life". 


Also approved was a statement praising "the efforts of the Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India for closer fellowship and union", both 
among themselves and with the Church of South India, in which "deep interest" 
in "the progress made in both directions" was expressed. The statement was 
drawn up by retired Bishop Johannes Sandegren of Sweden, former head of the 
Tamil Lutheran Church in South India. 


Among those present at the meeting were Dr. Cerl lund-Quist, general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Federation; Bishop Heinrich Meyer, chairman 
of the Commission on World Missions; Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, vice-chairman, 
and Dr. Arne Sovik, CWM director. EPS, Geneva 


Belgium to Increase Support for Congo Mission Schools 


(Brussels) - Mission schools in the Belgian Congo will receive increased aid 
from the Belgian government, according to an agreement just reached between the 
colonial administration and Protestant and Roman Catholic representatives. 
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The agreement, made in connection with a major school cons i é 
beginning next year, stipulates that each Sete school ave Son eh eae 
will cost at least $1,500, including equipment. The total amount of the govern- 
ment appropriation has not been set. There are 7,131 foreign missionaries 
working in the Congo, including 5,553 Roman Catholics and 1,528 Protestants. 

EPS, Geneva 


South African Reform Urged 


(Capetown, South Africa) - Major reforms in the constitution of South Africa which 
would guarantee "the liberties and rights of all races" have been called for in 
Capetown. 


The reforms are urged in a resolution adopted in a four-hour multi-racial 
closed mecting by representatives of various national church and secular organi- 
zations. 


The meeting was convened by Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of 
Capetown and a leading opponent of South Africa's apartheid system. 


The resolution charges that South Africa has "failed to achieve social 
justice" and has "destroyed aivil liberty". It declares: "This conference 
recognizes that over the last fifty years of the Union's history, there have 
been important developments in many fields, but it considers the Union has thus 
far failed to achieve social justice and a minimum standard of living consistent 
with the barest essentials of health and decency for the vast majority and to a 
large extent has destroyed civil liberty." 


The resolution notes that the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Union 
will be celebrated on May 13, 1960, and asked that it be observed as a day of 
"golemn dedication to the task of improving the Union's achievamentsand recti- 
fying mistakes so as to render the next 50 years happier than the first". 

EPS, Geneva 


Protestantism in Poland Undergoes Crisis 


. 


(Berlin) - According to figures taken from the almanac. of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Poland, printed in Warsaw, the church is today holding 
21.7 churches, 161 chapels, 1955 vicarages and 585 cemeteries. 


These are unevenly distributed over the country, so that almost half the 
number of cemeteries in the country are in the Masura district. Most of the 
churches are located here and in the Kattowitz district, 70 being in the first 
and 66 in the second area. On the other hand, in the comparatively large 
diocese of Pomerania (Greater Poland) there are only 27 churches and 17 
chapels held by the Evangelical Church. 


Numerous Protestant churches, protected during the Second World War, are 
now used for Roman Catholic services, as a direct consequence of the migration 
of the German-speaking population to the West. The number of Protestants in 
the formerly predominantly Evangelical town of Stettin has dwindled from be- 
tween 200,000 and 300,000 to approximately 600 since the war. EPS, Geneva 
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Ethiopla-Soviet Pact Stirs Concern 


(Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) - Concern that the new joint trade and economic pact 
between Ethiopia and the Soviet Union may result in a change in the Ethiopian 


a aa traditional pro-Christian position, has been voiced by Coptic Church 
eaders. 


In an interview at Addis Ababa, church officials described the treaty as 
only one of a number of signs of the growing cooperation between the two coun- 
tries and expressed apprehension that alliance with an avowedly atheistic power 
may pose serious problems for the Church. 


They noted that Tass, the official Soviet news agency, has commented on the 
many useful talks on cooperation between the two countries in maintaining world 
peace and achieving the freedom and independence of the African peoples". Further, 
epee? there has been a steady stream of Ethiopian students going to Moscow 

o study. 


Meanwhile, Western missionaries in this area reported they are "as free as 
ever" in conducting their work. They said a strong evangelical church is grow- 
ing under national leadership and that the Ethiopian government has granted per- 
mission to open five new mission outposts. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Theologian Hails Ecumenical Movement 


(Union City, N.J.) - A Roman Catholic theologian has described the ecumenical 
movement of the Protestant churches as "the greatest development in religious 
history since the Reformation". 


Writing in "The Sign", a national US Roman Catholic magazine, published in 
Union City, N.J., Father John L. Hardon, S.J., said that the movement constitutes 
a "revolutionary change in the attitude of non-Catholic bodies which are seriously 
trying to heal their disharmony". He added: "For practical purposes the. 
ecumenical movement in modern times may be identified with the formation of the 
World Council of Churches, whose juridical existence is less than 20 years old". 


The success of the movement, Father Hardon said, "will depend upon what | 
values become dominant in the member churches (of the World Council). If the 
rigid Reformation theory prevails, according to which the Church's unity is 
invisible and disunity inevitable, then the movement is destined to failure." 


"A more hopeful judgment", he continued, "is given by those who take their 
stand with the actionists in the World Council and prefer to work and pray ‘as 
the Holy Spirit may guide us'." 


"The sanguine element wishes to find 'the way that leads beyond mere 
cooperation to a true unity that will make clear to the whole world that, as 
there can be only one Body of Christ, so there is only one Body which is the 
Church of His people'." 


"These sentiments", he continued, "reflect a balanced appraisal of a new 
spirit in Protestantism that the Holy See has recognized in official documents 
and described as an inspiration of grace, leading all men to the unity for which 
Christ has prayed to His Father." 


Father Hardcn is the author of "Christianity in Conflict", a Roman Catholic 
_study of Protestantism to be published soon. He is a member of the faculty of 
West Baden (Indiana) College. EPS, Geneva 
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New Missionary Relationship Asked 


eS Se 


(Geneva) - More missionaries are needed today in Asia than ever before, but they 
must come in a new relationship to the churches they serve, Dr. D.T. Niles 
general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, told a meeting aviane 
World Council's Ecumenical Institute near Geneva recently. 


An essential part of that new relationship, he declared, must be the sharing 


between European and American churches and the churches in Asia and other parts of 
the world. 


"The essence of the missionary calling", Dr. Niles said, "is to adopt another 
people as one's own and to share completely in the life of the Church among this ~ 
people. The process, however, must be two-way. There must be opportunities for 
Asian churches to share in the life and mission of European and American churches 
as well as the other way round." 


Dr. Niles addressed 80 pastors and missionaries from 25 countries who have 
just completed a course at the WCC's Institute on "The Mission of the Church in 
Conditions of Rapid Sccial Change". 


Dr. Niles described "secular engagement" as central to the mission of the 
Church today. This means, he said "learning how to take seriously one's respon- 
sibility as a Christian in the midst of the secular world, without trying to 
dominate it". 


"The main responsibility for this", he added, "will fall to the laymen 
backed by the witness of the worshipping community. Christian evangelism", 
he predicted, "will centre in such witness in the future, rather than in 
church institutions." EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


The Ecumenical Patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Athenagoras, has 
told a Religious News Service reporter that he plans to visit the United States, 
probably in 1961. The proposed trip would be his first since he was named 
to his church's highest post in 1948. At that time he was Archbishop Athena- 
goras, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 


% x 


Sir Jacob Epstein's 11-foot high statue, "Ecce Homo", will not be placed 
in Selby Abbey in England, after a controversy among parish members, some of whon 
described the work as "hideous, too modernistic and cruel". 


5 ee Ay 


A party of ten New Zealanders, including at least three Maoris, will visit 
Indonesia for a month in early 1960, according to the Rev. Alan A. Brash, general 
secretary of the New Zealand National Council of Churches. The invitation cane 
from the Indonesian council of churches. Mr. Brash said that if the visit is 
successful, a return visit of a group of Indonesian Christians will probably 
be arranged for December, 1960. 


Res 


The Rev. Roderick S. French of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US 
has been named associate secretary in the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches. He begins his new appointment in Geneva on September 1. 
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Dr. Laszlo M. Pakozdy, professor and vice dean of the Reformed Theological 
Academy in Debrecen, Hungary, left recently for a three-month study tour to the 
Bible countries - the United Arab Republic, Lebabnon, Jordan and Turkey. The 
tour, arranged by the German Evangelical Institute for Archaeology in the Holy 
Land, will help Professor Pakozdy in work on a new translation of the Bible into 
Hungarian. He is secretary of the Old Testament Commission. 


om MGS 


The National Council of Churches in New Zealand is trying to work out a 
joint arrangement with the New Zealand government to establish a home for a hun- 
dred aged White Russian refugees, now in northern China. The Rev. Alan A. Brash, 
NCC general secretary, said that if the government will make a grant covering 50 
per cent of the maintenance cost for the next ten years, "the churches and the - 
community would be able to meet the balance". 


Ee cas 


The Cook Islands Christian Church has been admitted as a member of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand. The NCC will send a representative 
to the church's assembly in 1960 and made a contribution of 2400 to meet an 
urgent need in the islands, "as a symbol of the newrelationship". 


x % 


Patriarch Theodosios VI of Damascus, head of the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch and All the Orient, has left Moscow after a tour of the USSR. While in 
Russia he conferred with leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


x x 


A state grant of 40,000 Forints (approximately £2,000) has been made by 
the Hungarian government for the restoration of the oldest church building of 
the Hungarian Lutheran Church, dating back to the 13th century. The church, 
situated in the Transdanubian village of Lovaszpatona, is regarded as an in- 
portant art monument. 


xk * 


The first biography of Martin Niemdller has just been published in Hamburg, 
edited by Dietmar Schmidt. An English translation entitled "Pastor Niendller" 
has been issued by Odham's Press, London, and Doubleday will bring out an 
American edition in the near future. 


* * 


For the first time, gifts to Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service in the 
British Council of Churches heyereached £400, 000 ($1,120,000) in one year. The 
council announced that half the record amount was received during Christian Aid 
Week last May when churches in 600 areas of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland took part in the special fund-raising effort. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE: Dr. George MacLeod, former moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland is not one of the speakers at the Munich Kirchentag, as stated in 
EPS No. 29 of July 24th, 1959. EPS, Geneva 
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